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ACTION EA- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 INR-10 NSAE-00 PM-05 NSC-05 
SP-02 SS-15 /050W 

118432 070559Z/14 

R 07041 1Z AUG 78 
FM AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9469 
INFO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG 
CINCPAC 

CONFIDENTIAL VIENTIANE 0837 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MILL PERP, LA, VM 

SUBJECT: REPORTED LAO BUS AMBUSH BY VIETNAMESE 

1 . A NEUTRALIST THIRD WORLD DIPLOMATIC SOURCE TOLD 
US AUGUST 5 THAT "ABOUT A MONTH AGO" A LUANG 
PROBANG-VIENTIANE BUS HAD BEEN AMBUSHED ON THE HIGH- 
WAY BETWEEN THE TWO CITIES BY VIETNAMESE SOLDIERS. 

ELEVEN WOMEN HAD BEEN KILLED IN THE ATTACK, PLUE ONE 
SURVIVOR WHO HAD PRETENDED TO BE DEAD BUT WHO LIVED TO TELL 
OF THE INCIDENT. THE SURVIVOR HAD SAID THAT THE VIET- 
NAMESE SOLDIERS HAD TOLD THEIR VICTIMS THAT THEY HAD 
ATTACKED THE BUS BECAUSE THEY WERE STARVING AND NEEDED 
MONEY TO BUY RICE. 

2. COMMENT: WE HAVE NO WAY OF CONFIRMING THIS REPORT. 

ASSUMING THAT THE ATTACK REALLY DID TAKE PLACE AND THAT 
IT IS NOT SIMPLY AN ANTI- VIETNAMESE RUMOR, IT COULD 

BE THAT THE "VIETNAMESE SOLDIERS" WERE ACTUALLY LAO 
BANDITS OR INSURGENTS. THEY MAY HAVE THOUGHT THAT 
IN ADDITION TO ITS ECONOMIC PURPOSES, THE AMBUSH COULD 
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BE MADE TO SERVE INSURGENT POLITICAL AND PROPAGANDA 
ENDS IF THE VICTIMS COULD BE MADE TO BELIEVE THEY HAD 
BEEN ATTACKED BY VIETNAMESE. ON THE OTHER HAND, THEY 
COULD HAVE BEEN PAVN DESERTERS WHO HAD TURNED TO 
BANDITRY. IN ANY EVENT, WE DOUBT THAT THE AMBUSH 
TOOK PLACE AS A RESULT OF VIETNAMESE ARMY POLICY OR 
ORDERS. 
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